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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISIT MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH TO 
WASHINGTON 

1 . AFTER CONSULTATION WITH ME AND NSC THORNTON, AMBASSADOR 
HANDYSIDE SUGGESTS THAT IE PRESIDENT CARTER CANNOT RECEIVE 
MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH IN WASHINGTON AFTER LATTER 
ATTENDS OTTAWA/CILSS MEETING MAY 30 - JUNE 2, IT WOULD BE BETTER 
IE WE INEORMED GIRM OE THIS AND SAID WE WOULD UNDERSTAND IF 
PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH DECIDED NOT TO VISIT WASHINGTON AT THIS 
TIME. AMBASSADOR HANDYSIDE RETURNS TO NOUAKCHOTT MONDAY MAY 16 
AND WILL BE EXPECTED TO INFORM MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT OE EACTORS 
BEARING ON WASHINGTON VISIT AT THAT TIME. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: ALTHOUGH I STRONGLY RECOMMEND PRESIDENT 
RECEIVE OULD DADDAH, IE CALL IS NOT REASONABLY CERTAIN, AMBASSADOR 
HANDYSIDE SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO INEORM OULD DADDAH ON BEHALE OE 
PRESIDENT CARTER THAT CALL NOT POSSIBLE AT THIS TIME AND THAT 

OULD DADDAH MAY WISH TO POSTPONE VISIT TO WASHINGTON UNTIL 
ANOTHER TIME. PREEERABLY MESSAGE EROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO OULD 
DADDAH SHOULD BE SENT AT SAME TIME. AMBASSADOR HANDYSIDE PROPOSES 
CITE VISIT OE PRINCE FAHID AS EXAMPLE OF HEAVILY CHARGED PRESI- 
DENTIAL CALENDAR, BUT WOULD WELCOME ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE. WOULD 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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APPREISATE RESPONSE TO ABIDJAN AND NOUAKCHOTT BY COB SATURDAY, 

MAY 14. 

STEARNS 
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